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Flying towards disaster
by Julian Earwaker

We all like to fly away on holiday — to Paris or Barcelona, for example, or to destinations
much farther away, but should it be so easy and cheap to buy a ticket and go? Despite their
great love of travel, many Britons now think the cost to the planet may simply be too high.
Aviation is one of the fastest-growing sources of carbon emissions in the UK and is
responsible for 13 per cent of the total climate impact in this country. Earlier this year,
however, the British transport secretary announced plans to build a third runway and a sixth
terminal at London’s Heathrow Airport. The airport’s growth is expected to more than double
passenger numbers by 2030. Yet, under its new Climate Change Bill, Britain is committed to
an 80 per cent reduction in gases harmful to the climate by 2050. How’s that going to work?

A 2007 government report shows that most people understand that flying harms the
environment. Three quarters believe that if they take fewer flights, it will have a significant
impact on Britain’s contribution to climate change. However, only about 30 per cent are
actually making an effort to fly less.

So what’s the best way to get people to change their behaviour? Cost is a major factor. The
Institute for Public Policy Research says introducing a tax on aviation fuel could bring in £6
billion each year to pay for greener, cleaner transport alternatives. Ticket prices would go up,
though, and fewer people would be able to afford to fly.

Don’t cheap tickets make travel more democratic, helping families with little money enjoy
holidays abroad? A report from Oxford University shows that instead of helping poorer
families fly, cheap flights simply allow people with plenty of money to fly more often. More
than 75 per cent of leisure passengers at UK airports are people of middle and upper income
levels. The world’s poorest people are those worst affected by climate change — and the least
likely ever to board an aeroplane.

The chairman of the parliamentary climate-change committee, Lord Turner, has suggested that
people need to be given “personal flight limits” to control the demand for air travel. [...].
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Julian Earwaker asked people in Oxford, England:

Should air travel be limited?

Kate Holder, 56, volunteer
No. It would take away our freedom to do what we want,
which is very British. It depends how many flights people
take. If people take more than three flights a year, perhaps
there should be an extra cost.

Dan Scott, 22, student

I don’t think rationing is a reasonable solution. It’s not going to
stop people consuming, and you’re just going to end up
restricting some people who may need to use it.

Alison Truesdale, 34, secretary
I think so. Maybe the airlines need to start spending money
on looking at ways that they can reduce emissions.

Horace Ballard, 25, student

No. I think it’s important to have as much competition as
possible among the major airlines. Also, I was born here, but
my parents now live in America, and my closest aunt lives in
France.

(526 words)
(From: Spotlight, August 09)



Tasks
Part A
Read the text and do the following tasks. Use your own words as far as appropriate.
1. Explain the facts that may contradict the aims of the Climate Change Bill.
2. Name the consequences the introduction of a tax on aviation fuel could have.

3. Summarize the attitudes of the people interviewed towards the limitation of air travel.

Part B
Choose one of the following tasks. Write a minimum of 250 words.
1. Imagine spending a holiday with friends. Suggest a destination and consider the following
aspects: accommodation, modes of travel, activities.
or

2. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of different means of transport.



