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The “Year” will be run in a decentralised manner how
ever the Council of Europe will support the activities
o rganised in the member states. It will also pro v i d e
instruments for the implementation of EDC as well as
some teaching materials.

Each country will develop its own programme, depend
ing on its specific interests and needs. Member states
will be free to select target groups and decide on the
nature, extent and intensity of communication, aware-
ness-raising and dissemination activities.

The EDC Pack

One of the initiatives taken by the Council of Europe to
mark the European Year of Citizenship through Educa
tion will be to disseminate an EDC Pack.

The EDC Pack is a practical instrument which can be of
use to professionals in education. It comprises a num
ber of tools and documents for policy-makers and prac
titioners in both the formal and non-formal sectors.

For further information on EDC
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the development of Europe’s cultural identity
and diversity;
to help consolidate democratic stability in Europe
by backing political, legislative and constitutional
reform;
to seek solutions to problems facing Euro p e a n
society (discrimination against minorities,
xenophobia, intolerance, environmental pro t e c t i o n ,
human cloning, Aids, drugs, organised crime, etc.).

For further information on the Council of Europe
w w w. c o e . i n t

E d u c a t i o n 
for Democratic 
C i t i z e n s h i p 

● provide an opportunity for member states to take 
over ownership of the project. 

The “Year” will therefore be aimed first and foremost 
at education policy-makers, practitioners and specia
lists. The general public will also be targeted but to a 
different extent in each member state. 

The “Year” will also give the opportunity to raise 
Council of Europe’s profile and illustrate its know-how 
and experience in the education field. Indeed, 2005 
coincides with the 50th anniversary of the implementa
tion of the European Cultural Convention. 

Organising the “Year” 
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The Council of Europe 

The Council of Europe is an interg o v e rnmental org a n i-
sation founded in 1949 and based in Strasbourg, France. 

It comprises 46 member states covering the whole of 
the European continent. 

It covers all issues affecting European society with the 
exception of defence: human rights, legal co-operation, 
social cohesion, public health, media, culture and heri
tage, natural heritage, education, youth and sport . 

Council of Europe’s aims are : 
● to protect human rights, pluralist democracy 

and the rule of law; 
● to promote awareness and encourage 

● 

● 
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The EDC project was officially launched by the Heads of
State and Government of the Council of Europe’s mem
ber countries at their second summit, held in Stras-
bourg on 10 and 11 October 1997. EDC became a poli
tical priority for the Council because of its relevance to
carrying out the Council of Europe’s core mission, which
is to strengthen pluralist democracy, human rights and
the rule of law.

EDC includes, in part i c u l a r, human rights education,
civic education, peace education and intercultural edu
cation. The concepts of democratisation and participa
tion are closely linked to it.

What are the aims of EDC?

to strengthen democratic societies by fostering
and perpetuating a vibrant democratic culture;
to create a sense of belonging and commitment
to democratic society;
to raise awareness of shared fundamental values
and thus build a freer, fairer, more tolerant
European society.

Who manages this project
within the Council of Europe?

The EDC project is run by the Division for Citizenship
and Human Rights Education (Directorate of Educa-
tion), with the participation of other sectors of the
Council of Europe.

A network of EDC coordinators has also been set up
under the Council of Europe’s aegis. It is made up of
re p resentatives appointed by the Council of Euro p e
member states. Their main function is to foster the
development of EDC in their country and liaise
between national activities and the Council of Europe.

heightened understanding of EDC concepts,
practices and methods;
analysis and promotion of citizenship sites
(grassroots projects) in communities and schools;
production of various studies and teaching
materials;
establishment of a large network of decision-
makers, experts, practitioners, NGOs and other
intergovernmental organisations.

These results were endorsed by the European Ministers
of Education at the 20th session of their standing con
ference, in Cracow (Poland 15-17 October 2000), in the
Resolution they adopted on the results and conclusions
of completed projects.

2001-2004 - second phase

In order to translate the results of the first phase into
concrete policies and practices, the four main activities
of the 2001-2004 programme are: 

developing EDC policies;
setting up networks;
communication and dissemination;
preparations for the European Year of Citizenship
through Education, which will take place in 2005
and open up new perspectives on development 
of EDC activities.

Some achievements
Although the second phase of the EDC project is not yet
finished, some concrete results have already been
achieved:
Policy development: Recommendation (2002)12 of
the Committee of Ministers to member states on

and dissemination seminars for different
audiences;
organised teacher-training activities and produced
teaching aids;
produced key studies such as the “All-European
Study on Policies for Education for Democratic
Citizenship”.

More information on our website

2005 - European Year of Citizenship
through Education

The European Year of Citizenship through Education
(EYCE) will be launched in Sofia, Bulgaria, on 13 and 
14 December 2004. The “Year” will bring the second
phase of the EDC project to a close and provide a launch
pad for new developments in EDC for the Council of
E u rope and its member states.

Objectives of the “Year”

The Council of Europe seeks to:
draw attention to the vital role education plays
in fostering citizenship and to the need for citizen
participation in any truly democratic society;
encourage implementation of the R e c o m m e n d a t i o n
(2002)12 of the Committee of Ministers to member
states on education for democratic citizenship;
disseminate the results of the second phase 
of the project (2001-2004);

What is EDC? Who is involved? Project agenda education for democratic citizenship calls on 
the governments to make EDC a priority objective of 

Education for Democratic Citizenship (EDC) is a set of The main feature of the EDC project is its multi-dimen- 1997-2000 - first phase educational policies and reforms. 
practices and activities for equipping young people and sional, lifelong aspect. It is designed for all age groups 
adults to play an active part in democratic life and exer- and social classes, with a particular focus on: Objectives: N e t w o r k s : the Council of Europe has support e d 
cise their rights and responsibilities in society. ● the educational community (teachers, pupils, ● to find out what values and skills individuals the creation of a pan-European communication 

parents, headmasters, etc.); require to become active and responsible citizens; and co-operation network, made up of EDC 
● politicians and decision makers; ● to determine how they can acquire these values coordinators appointed by member states. 
● associations and non-governmental organisations and pass them on to others.

Why is the Council of Europe (NGOs). Communication and dissemination: the Council of 

involved? At the end of the first stage of the EDC project, in Sep- Europe has 
tember 2000, the results achieved were: ● conducted several awareness-raising 
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